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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — LEAD CONTAMINATION 
319. Ms A. SANDERSON to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the Chief Health Officer’s report into the Perth Children’s Hospital that identified brass fittings as the 
source of lead within the water supply. What is this government’s next step in bringing this saga to a close—
something that the previous Liberal–National government failed to do? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I thank the member for the question because this is the important part of where we are at now. Upon coming to 
government, the Premier said we would do two things; firstly, that we would take control of the site to make sure 
we can get in there and ultimately fix the problem and secondly, as a result of taking control of the site, the 
Chief Health Officer has gone into the buildings to do a forensic analysis of the water supplies and the setup of the 
pipes. As members would be aware, in an act of absolute transparency, we provided the public with the full contents 
of that report for everyone to see and we provided a briefing to the opposition to make sure that it, too, was able 
to get the full appreciation of the Chief Health Officer’s report. As I said, the Chief Health Officer has identified 
the culprit. Over the next few weeks, I will be very pleased to provide answers to the questions that will go from 
there, which are: Now that we understand where the problem is, how will we go about replacing the assembly 
boxes? What is the work program associated with that? And how long will it take? These are important issues 
associated with fixing the lead in the pipes. 
I notice that the member for Nedlands made some commentary on this. I am sorry that he is not with us today. In 
his commentary last week, he said: “We don’t know what the cause of the lead is yet” and “Something is 
responsible and someone has to take responsibility.” I would like to thank the member for Nedlands for this 
enunciation and his insightful analysis! We know what the culprit is and we know that we have to get to the issues 
associated with these assembly boxes. We are going to undertake this work. We are going to get to the bottom of 
this problem and fix it. I know that the Leader of the Opposition has been saying that he does not know why we 
took practical completion and that we should not have taken practical completion. The reason that we took practical 
completion is we were not prepared to allow this issue to continue to roll on, festering, day after day, with our 
hands in the air, not knowing what to do! The Premier charged us with the job of getting on and taking control of 
the hospital site, and fixing the problem; that is what we will do. 
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